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Dear Reader,

Thank you for choosing Mastering Windows Server 2008 R2. This book is part of a family of
premium-quality Sybex books, all of which are written by outstanding authors who combine
practical experience with a gift for teaching.

Sybex was founded in 1976. More than 30 years later, we're still committed to producing con-
sistently exceptional books. With each of our titles we're working hard to set a new standard

for the industry. From the paper we print on to the authors we work with, our goal is to bring
you the best books available.

[ hope you see all that reflected in these pages. I'd be very interested to hear your comments and get
your feedback on how we're doing. Feel free to let me know what you think about this or any other
Sybex book by sending me an email at nedde@w1iley.com, or if you think you've found a technical
error in this book, please visit http://sybex.custhelp.com. Customer feedback is critical to our
efforts at Sybex.

Best regards,

Neil Edde
Vice President and Publisher
Sybex, an Imprint of Wiley
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Another thing that’s changed about the book over the years is the cast of hardworking folks
who've made getting this done possible. This time ['ve called upon a variety of terrific writers.

Aidan Finn, one of the most active members on my online forum and a full-time cloud net-
working consultant, penned the chapter on upgrading your network to include Server 2008 sys-
tems (Chapter 2), the chapter on understanding the changes in TCP/1P that 2008 and R2 bring
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chapter that walks you through connecting Windows clients to servers (Chapter 15). Byron Hynes,
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patching server, Windows Server Update Services (Chapter 27). Another veteran coauthor, Todd
Phillips—we worked together on several editions of XP books—explains 2008’s all-new backup
tools, as well as how to get Macs hooked up with your Active Directory (Chapters 18 and 26).
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[ also got to work with some new faces. Darril Gibson is a guy who professes to enjoy few
things as much as he does teaching, and he’s got six Windows-related books that can testify to that
fact. He handled the AD-related chapters on building a simple AD, adding sites to it, and adding a
read-only domain controller to an AD domain; the ones on sharing files, folders, and printers and
monitoring servers, and on providing remote desktop services (both for remote administration
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Once we writer types get our jobs done, it’s time for a legion of editorial and production folks
to fire up those word processors and convert our unprocessed words to nicely formatted, gram-
matically correct processed words. Agatha Kim and Pete Gaughan started things going, and then
Tom Cirtin developed the material and provided the necessary pressure to keep things moving.
Technical editor John Mueller checked facts, and copyeditor Kim Wimpsett kept participles from
dangling, i's from going without dots, and the like, ensuring that you readers are supplied with
sentences that make sense. Liz Britten kept all the production folks on track, Craig Woods made






